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College Counseling
Suggested Timeline for the College Process

Grade 9
● Work hard in classes, become involved in extracurricular activities, discover areas of personal interest
● Keep in mind that freshman year grades DO matter to colleges and they ARE used in the calculation of GPA
● Parents invited to attend Financial Aid Night (October)
● Parents invited to attend SMARTTRACK® College Funding Webinar (October)
● Students & Parents invited to attend the College Counseling Preview program (March)

Grade 10
● Continue to work hard in all your classes and be involved in activities, arts, athletics
● PSAT at Columbus Academy (October); review your score report (December)
● Parents invited to attend Financial Aid Night (October)
● Parents invited to attend SMARTTRACK® College Funding Webinar (October)
● Students & Parents attend the College Counseling Preview program (March)
● Practice ACT (April)
● Academic Planning Conferences with College Counselors for students and parents (April)
● AP exams, if applicable (May)
● DO NOT take your first SAT until Grade 11 fall or winter, at the very earliest

Grade 11
● Junior Class Meetings with College Counselors for students (first quarter)
● Meet with college representatives visiting Columbus Academy during your free periods (September-November)

○ List available on MaiaLearning, TV Screens, Intranet and Social Media
● PSAT at Columbus Academy - this is the one that “counts” for National Merit selection/honors (October)
● Students and Parents invited to attend Financial Aid Night (October)
● Parents invited to attend SMARTTRACK® College Funding Webinar (October)
● Students & Parents attend Grade 11 College Night program (November)
● SAT/ACT (December/January, repeat March/April/May)
● College Counseling Class (third quarter) and regular meetings with your College Counselor

○ Class topics include the basics of the college search process, standardized testing, creating a resume,
practice college interviews, writing the college essay, do’s and don’ts of college applications, financial aid,
requesting teacher recommendations and more

○ Meetings with college counselors topics include individual planning, creating college list, athletic recruiting,
financial aid and suggestions for summer activities

● Schedule college campus tours (February); visit campuses over spring break (March)
● In-School SAT (April)
● AP exams, if applicable (May)
● Write college essay (May) and continue to visit college campuses (June/July)
● Students attend Common Application Workshops at Columbus Academy (August)

Grade 12
● Parents (only) attend Senior Parent College Night at Columbus Academy (August)
● Meet with college representatives visiting Columbus Academy during your free periods (September-November)

○ List available on MaiaLearning, TV Screens, Intranet and Social Media
● Senior Class Meetings with College Counselors for students (first quarter)
● Finish applications and get necessary materials to colleges
● Continue to meet with your College Counselor as you prepare college applications and supplemental materials
● ACT (September); SAT (October)
● Students and Parents invited to attend Financial Aid Night (October)
● Parents file financial aid paperwork via FAFSA and CSS Profile (October/November for EA/ED applications; January

for regular applications)
● Choose a college or university by May 1st
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About Columbus Academy
Founded in 1911, Columbus Academy is a coeducational school enrolling 1,170 students from our Explorers Program to Grade 12. 
Academy offers a challenging liberal arts, college preparatory program. Located on a 231-acre campus nine miles northeast of 
Columbus, the school draws a diverse student body of 420 students in grades 9 through 12, from a 30-mile radius in central Ohio. 
Approximately 25% of the upper school student body receives tuition assistance.

Students are 
graded on the 

following    
scale:

  A+      97-100
  A         93-96  
  A-        90-92
  B+ 87-89
  B 83-86
  B- 80-82
  C+ 77-79
  C 73-76
  C- 70-72
  D+ 67-69
  D 63-66
  D- 60-62
  Below 60 is not a 

  passing mark.
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Columbus Academy does not rank its students. 
  GPAs are calculated using all graded courses earned at Academy. 
     • No additional weight added for standard college-prepatory courses
     • 10% additional weight added for “Advanced” courses
     • 15% additional weight added for “Honors” courses

Prerequisite criteria must be met for entry to Advanced and Honors courses.
• Advanced courses typically are accelerated versions of the 
                     college-preparatory courses. 
• Honors courses are those in which the syllabus is designed predominantly     
                 to prepare students for a college-level, external examination. 

Weighted grade-point averages (WGPA) are reported on transcripts and 
documents sent to colleges and scholarship agencies.

Our traditional grading scale 
allows for a 10-point differential 

within each letter grade.
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Class of 2023 GPA Distribution
100 of 101 students (1 new student)

(as of September 1, 2022)

College Counseling Office
collegecounseling@columbusacademy.org



Class of 2022 College Enrollments & Acceptances
Typically 100% of Columbus Academy graduates enroll at four-year colleges and 

universities. One or more members of the Class of 2022 will attend colleges 
and universities in bold italics.

Alabama State University
Albany State University
Allen University
American University
Amherst College
Arizona State University
Ashland University
Babson College
Baldwin Wallace University
Bates College
Baylor University
Bellarmine University
Berklee College of Music
Bethune-Cookman University
Boston College
Boston University
Bowdoin College
Bowling Green State University
Brown University
Bryn Mawr College
Butler University
California Institute of Technology
Capital University
Carleton College
Carnegie Mellon University
Case Western Reserve University
Central State University
Centre College
Clemson University
Cleveland State University
Coastal Carolina University
College of Charleston
College of William and Mary
Colorado College
Columbia University
Columbus College of Art and Design
Connecticut College
Cornell University
Dartmouth College
Davidson College
Denison University
DePaul University
DePauw University
Dickinson College
Drake University
Drexel University
Duke University
Duquesne University
Eastern Michigan University
Eckerd College
Elon University
Emory University
Emory University, Oxford College
Endicott College
Flagler College-St. Augustine
Florida Institute of Technology
Fordham University
Fort Valley State University
Franklin and Marshall College
Furman University
George Washington University
Georgetown University
Georgia Institute of Technology
Hamilton College
Hampton University
Harvard University
High Point University
Hobart William Smith Colleges
Howard University
Illinois Institute of Technology
Indiana University-Bloomington
Jackson State University
James Madison University
John Carroll University
Johns Hopkins University
Johnson C Smith University
Kent State University
Kentucky State University
Kenyon College
Lake Erie College
Lawrence Technological University
Lewis & Clark College
Loyola University Chicago
Macalester College
Marist College
Marquette University
Mercyhurst University
Miami University-Oxford
Michigan State University
Mississippi State University
Mississippi Valley State University
Muskingum University
Nazareth College
New York University
Norfolk State University
North Carolina A & T State University
North Carolina State University
Northeastern University
Nova Southeastern University
Oberlin College
Ohio Northern University
Ohio State University

Ohio State University, Newark
Ohio University
Ohio Wesleyan University
Otterbein University
Pennsylvania State University
Pomona College
Providence College
Purdue University
Quinnipiac University
Radford University
Reed College
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Rhodes College
Rider University
Rochester Institute of Technology
Rollins College
Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology
Saint Louis University
Salve Regina University
Santa Clara University
Seton Hill University
Skidmore College
Southern Methodist University
Spelman College
St. Lawrence University
Stanford University
Suffolk University 
Syracuse University
Tennessee State University
Texas Christian University
The College of Wooster
The University of Alabama
The University of Edinburgh 
The University of Findlay
The University of Montana
The University of Tampa
The University of Tennessee
The University of Texas at Austin
The University of Texas at Dallas
The University of the South
Thomas More College
Trinity College
Tulane University
University of Akron
University of Arizona
University of California-Davis
University of California-Irvine
University of California-Los Angeles
University of California-San Diego
University of California-Santa Barbara
University of Chicago
University of Cincinnati
University of Colorado Boulder
University of Dayton
University of Delaware
University of Denver
University of Florida
University of Georgia
University of Indianapolis
University of Kentucky
University of Louisville
University of Manchester
University of Maryland
University of Massachusetts
University of Miami
University of Michigan
University of Minnesota
University of Missouri-Kansas City
University of Mount Union
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
University of Oregon
University of Pennsylvania
University of Pittsburgh
University of Puget Sound
University of Redlands
University of Richmond
University of Rochester
University of San Francisco
University of South Carolina
University of South Florida
University of Southern California
University of St. Andrews
University of Toledo
University of Utah
University of Vermont
University of Virginia
University of Washington
University of Wisconsin
Valparaiso University
Vanderbilt University
Villanova University
Virginia Polytechnic Institute
Wake Forest University
Washington & Jefferson College
Washington University in St. Louis
West Virginia State University
West Virginia University
Wheeling Jesuit University
Wittenberg University
Wofford College
Xavier University
Yale University

Website: columbusacademy.org • Phone: 614.509.2311
CEEB/ACT Code: 361525

Total Exams 542

Students taking exams 240

Students with scores of 3 
or above

216

Number of AP® Scholars 119

2022 AP® Examination Results

Students typically take AP® exams in the following subject areas:

HONORS COURSES/AP PREPARATION
Please note: Columbus Academy does not offer Advanced Placement (AP®) courses. 

However, AP® examination preparation is offered in all Honors and many Advanced 
courses. The designation “AP®” is not included on the transcript for those 

respective courses. See columbusacademy.org/courses for additional details.

Graduation Requirements (Minimum Credits)

 English . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 credits
 Mathematics . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 credits (through Algebra 2)

 Science . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 credits
 Fine Arts, Music,  . . . . . . . . . . 1 credit
 Performing Arts
 Language of 1 language . . . . 3 credits (OR 2 of 2 languages). . . . . . (4 credits)

 History . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 credits
 Physical Education . . . . . minimum of 1 season/semester per year for 3 years
 Health . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 year
 Ethics & Character . . . . . . . . . . .1 year

Additional Requirements

 Public Speaking . . . . . . . . . . 0.25 credits (Junior Speech)

 Community Service. . . . . . . 50 hours
 Senior Project. . . . . . . . . . . . 75 hours (completed May of Grade 12)

Biology English Language & Comp Physics 1

Calculus AB & BC English Literature & Comp Physics C: E&M and Mechanics

Chemistry European History Spanish Language & Culture

Chinese Language & Culture Latin Statistics

Comparative Gov & Politics Macro & Micro Economics U.S. Government

Computer Science Music Theory U.S. & World History

National Merit Scholarship Results
From our Class of 2022, 27 students (24%) were recognized by the National Merit 

Scholarship Corporation: Commended Students and Semifinalists, 19 of whom 
became Finalists.

ACT®
Average

Mid 
50% Mean

Composite 26-33 28

SAT® 
Reasoning

Mid 
50% Mean

EBRW 610-740 666

Mathematics 565-770 657

SAT® 1180-1500 1323

Class of 2022 Standardized Test Scores

Class 
of

2022

50
Community service hours 

logged by 100%
of the senior class

14%
Planned to compete 

in intercollegiate
athletics

Gave a Junior Speech to an 
audience of 400+ people100%



Columbus Academy is providing access to SMARTTRACK®
College Funding to help you learn how best to pay for college,

how to pay less for college, and how to keep your retirement safe
in the process.

Creating your account and completing the secure online assessment takes about 5 minutes.
Scan the QR code to get started.



Factors in College Readiness and Success

Dispositions
Internal characteristics that
distinguish a person’s
predominant outlook or
characteristic attitude

● Personality
● Temperament

● Values
● Attitudes

Habits of
Mind

“Habits of thought & action that
help people manage uncertain or
challenging situations…
[supporting] thoughtful and
intelligent action” (Costa & Kallick,
2000)

● Metacognitive Skills
● Creative Thinking
● Study Attitudes
● Outcome Expectations

● Intellectual Curiosity
● Appreciation For Diversity
● Leadership
● Positive Self-Concept

Executive
Functioning
Abilities

Foundational skills that allow
individuals to effectively navigate
daily tasks, including the ability to
“orient, plan, program responses
and verify and modify
performances” (Denckla, 1996)

● Study Habits
● Long-Term Goal Setting
● Realistic Self-Appraisal

● Reasoning
● Decision Making
● Self-Control
● Goal Commitment

External
Resources

External factors that the individual
may be able to access to support
college readiness/success

● University Fit
● Financial Stability
● Institution Intervention

● Family Education Beliefs
● Support Person

College
Knowledge

Explicit and implicit knowledge
required for college success;
essentially knowing how to “do”
college

● Knowledge of college requirements, placement test
policies, tuition costs

● Understanding of the structure of college
● Ability to recognize the systemic requirements and norms

Academic
Factors

Factors explicitly targeted in
formal education

● Subject matter knowledge, high school grades,
standardized test scores, etc.
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Books and Periodicals
Students and Parents are encouraged to explore these resources

Books
● Colleges That Change Lives, Loren Pope
● Creative Colleges: A Guide for Student Actors, Artists, Dancers, Musicians and Writers ,

Elaina Loveland
● Fiske Guide to Colleges, Edward Fiske
● The College Finder: Choose the School That's Right for You!, Steven R. Antonoff, Ph.D.
● The K&W Guide to Colleges for Students with Learning Differences, 14th Edition: 338 Schools with

Programs or Services for Students with ADHD, ASD, or Learning Differences (College Admissions
Guides), The Princeton Review

● The Truth about College Admission: A Family Guide to Getting In and Staying Together , Brennan
Barnard and Rick Clark

● Where You Go Is Not Who You'll Be: An Antidote to the College Admissions Mania , Frank Bruni
● Who Gets In and Why: A Year Inside College Admissions , Jeffrey Selingo

Periodicals (with good “college admission” sections or educational writers)

● Inside Higher Ed (author Scott Jaschik is recommended)
● The Atlantic Monthly
● The Chronicle of Higher Education (author Eric Hoover is recommended)
● US News & World Report (however, be cautious of those rankings!)

Social Media

● College Board
● ACT
● NCAA
● Common App
● Chronicle of Higher Education

● DeanJ @UVA Admissions
● Eric Hoover
● specific colleges & universities
● specific athletic conferences

● Association of College Counselors in Independent Schools (ACCIS)
● National Association of College Admission Counseling (NACAC)

Follow our college counselors on Instagram and Twitter for the latest in the world of college counseling!

@vikes2college @Vikings2College

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref%3Ddp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Ph.D.%2BSteven%2BR.%2BAntonoff&text=Ph.D.%2BSteven%2BR.%2BAntonoff&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref%3Ddp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Ph.D.%2BSteven%2BR.%2BAntonoff&text=Ph.D.%2BSteven%2BR.%2BAntonoff&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref%3Ddp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Jeffrey%2BSelingo&text=Jeffrey%2BSelingo&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
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Engineering vs. Liberal Arts: Who’s Right—
Bill or Steve?
8:40 AM EDT•March 21, 2011

When students asked what subjects they should major in to become a tech entrepreneur, I used to say engineering, mathematics,
and science—because an education in these fields is the prerequisite for innovation, and because engineers make the best
entrepreneurs.

That was several years ago.

I realized how much my views have changed when the The New York Times asked me to write a piece for its “Room for Debate”
forum this week. The paper wanted me to comment on the divergence of opinion between Bill Gates and Steve Jobs.  In a speech
before the National Governors Association on Feb 28, Gates had argued that we need to spend our limited education budget on
disciplines that produce the most jobs. He implied that we should reduce our investment in the liberal arts because liberal-arts
degrees don’t correlate well with job creation. Three days later, at the unveiling of the iPad 2, Steve Jobs said: “It’s in Apple’s DNA
that technology alone is not enough—it’s technology married with liberal arts, married with the humanities, that yields us the result
that makes our heart sing, and nowhere is that more true than in these post-PC devices”.

Because I am a professor at the Pratt School of Engineering at Duke University, and given all the positive things I say about U.S.
engineering education, The Timesassumed that I would side with Bill Gates; that I would write a piece that endorsed his views. But,
even though I believe that engineering is one of the most important professions, I have learned that the liberal arts are equally
important. It takes artists, musicians, and psychologists working side by side with engineers to build products as elegant as the
iPad.  And anyone—with education in any field—can achieve success in Silicon Valley.

Here is what I wrote for The Times.

It’s commonly believed that engineers dominate Silicon Valley and that there is a correlation between the capacity for innovation
and an education in mathematics and the sciences. Both assumptions are false.

My research team at Duke and Harvard surveyed 652 U.S.-born chief executive officers and heads of product engineering at 502
technology companies. We found that they tended to be highly educated: 92 percent held bachelor’s degrees, and 47 percent held

http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2011/03/01/gates_tells_governors_they_might_determine_public_university_program_funding_based_on_job_creation
http://www.wadhwa.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2011/03/20/career-counselor-bill-gates-or-steve-jobs/look-at-the-leaders-of-silicon-valley
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1127248


https://techcrunch.com/2011/03/21/engineering-vs-liberal-arts-who’s-right—bill-or-steve/

higher degrees. But only 37 percent held degrees in engineering or computer technology, and just two percent held them in
mathematics. The rest have degrees in fields as diverse as business, accounting, finance, health care, and arts and the humanities.

Gaining a degree made a big difference in the sales and employment of the company that a founder started. But the field that the
degree was in and the school that it was obtained from were not a significant factor.

Over the past year, I have interviewed the founders of more than 200 Silicon Valley start-ups. The most common traits I have
observed are a passion to change the world and the confidence to defy the odds and succeed.

It is the same in business. In the two companies I founded, I was involved in hiring more than 1000 workers over the years. I never
observed a correlation between the school of graduation or field of study, on one hand, and success in the workplace, on the other.
What make people successful are their motivation, drive, and ability to learn from mistakes, and how hard they work.

And then there is the matter of design. Steve Jobs taught the world that good engineering is important but that what matters the
most is good design. You can teach artists how to use software and graphics tools, but it’s much harder to turn engineers into
artists.

Our society needs liberal-arts majors as much as it does engineers and scientists.

But I need to acknowledge the difficult reality: that employment prospects are dim for liberal-arts majors. Graduates from top
engineering schools such as Duke are always in high demand. But PhDs in English from even the most prestigious universities,
such as UC-Berkeley, can’t get jobs. The data I presented above were on the background of tech-company founders—those who
made the transition into entrepreneurship.  Most don’t. And, as you can note from Bill Gates’ speech, there is a bias against liberal
arts and humanities.

Angelika Blendstrup is an author and a lecturer who holds a PhD in Bilingual Bicultural Education from Stanford. She says that her
liberal-arts background is “great for writing papers or PhDs, but it would be better to have studied engineering and have a choice of
jobs”.

Charles River Venture Partner emeritus, Ted Dintersmith, on the other hand, received a PhD in Engineering from Stanford.  But he
also studied liberal arts. Ted says “It doesn’t have to be either/or—I double-majored in Physics and English, and never regretted
combining two such different disciplines”.

So there is no black and white here. We need musicians, artists, and psychologists, as much as we need bio-medical engineers,
computer programmers, and scientists.

My advice to my students—and to my own children—is to study what interests them the most; to excel in fields in which they have
the most passion and ability; to change the world in their own way and on their own terms. Once they master their domain, they can
find the path to entrepreneurship. They can then come up with creative ways of solving the problems that they have encountered,
and apply their ideas to other fields where their knowledge adds value. Maybe they can team up with the hard-core engineers who
develop the clunky, inelegant, over-engineered products that Bill is famous for; maybe work with Steve to create the next iPhone or
iPad.

You can read more views and witness the lively debate on the New York Times web site.

Editor’s note: Vivek Wadhwa is an entrepreneur turned academic. He is a Visiting Scholar at UC-Berkeley, Senior Research
Associate at Harvard Law School, Director of Research at the Center for Entrepreneurship and Research Commercialization at
Duke University, and Distinguished Visiting Scholar at The Halle Institute for Global Learning at Emory University. You can follow
him on Twitter at @wadhwa and find his research at www.wadhwa.com.

http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2011/01/05/flat_jobs_outlook_for_english_and_foreign_language_positions
http://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2011/03/20/career-counselor-bill-gates-or-steve-jobs/look-at-the-leaders-of-silicon-valley
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vivek_Wadhwa
http://www.twitter.com/vwadhwa
http://www.wadhwa.com/

